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I Shall Not Be Moved
Dear Brothers and Sisters  
in Christ,

I wish each of you a bright and 
blessed New Year — one that is filled 
with Heaven’s hope, the joy of walk-
ing with Jesus, and the peace that 
comes from His assurance that He 
will never leave you nor forsake you.

Nearly twenty years ago, when I 
served the church as principal of a 
large elementaryschool in Nashville, 
Tennessee, I especially enjoyed lead-
ing the students in song during our 
weekly chapel services. One of my 
favorites was a song based on Psalm 
1:1-4 that goes like this:

Jesus is my Savior,  
I shall not be moved;

In His love and favor,  
I shall not be moved,

Just like a tree that’s  
planted by the waters,

Lord, I shall not be moved.

You may have heard the saying, 
“You’ve got to stand for something, 
or you’ll fall for anything.” Although 
there’s a lot of truth in that statement, 
I find greater courage and strength 
in these words from Psalm 16:8: “I 
have set the Lord always before me: 
because he is at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved.” What tremendous 
words! The Hebrew word translated 
“moved” is “mowt,” meaning “to slip, 
overthrow or be shaken.” What David 
is saying here is that God won’t fail 
him in the end; therefore, David is 
going to trust the Lord no matter what 
happens. What a lesson for Seventh-
day Adventists living in the 21st 
century! 

As we face political disputes in our 
nation or even spiritual unrest within 
God’s Remnant Church, it is essen-
tial to remember that we are living 
in the time of the end foretold by the 
prophet Daniel more than 2,500 years 
ago. The Lord promised in His Word 
that “all things work together for 
good” (see Romans 8:28). He didn’t 

say that all things will 
be good, though. No 
matter what happens in 
the world around us or 
in our church this year, 
we are called to take a 
stand against evil and 
anchor our lives with 
the Word of God during 
the “perilous times” 
spoken of by the apostle 
Paul in 2 Timothy 3:1-7.

My heart is saddened 
when I hear of millenni-
als letting go of their af-
filiation with the church. 
I am reminded of Ellen 
White, a “millennial” 
of her generation who 

penned this profound counsel in the 
opening words of that landmark book 
about the early Christian church, The 
Acts of the Apostles: “The church is 
God’s appointed agency for the salva-
tion of men,” p. 9.

As your servant leader for Christ’s 
Remnant Church in the Carolinas, I 
am fully aware of the imperfections 
of the church, primarily because it is 
made up of imperfect members, of 
whom I am chief!

God is calling each of us to take 
a stand of faithfulness, even while 
fully aware of each other’s flaws. 
“The church, enfeebled and defec-
tive though it be, is the only object 
on earth on which Christ bestows 
His supreme regard. He is constantly 
watching it with solicitude, and is 
strengthening it by His Holy Spirit. 
Will we, as members of His church, 
allow Him to impress our minds and 
to work through us to His glory?” 
Sons and Daughters of God, p. 13.

As for me, though the winds blow, 
I choose to take my stand. I shall not 
be moved!

From the
President’s Pen

Your servant leader,

Leslie Louis
Carolina Conference President
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Continuing with my goal to 
keep you updated ona the 
progress of the seven-fold 

vision for 2020 (voted at our 42nd 
Quinquennial Session last summer).

Our second visionary goal is to 
welcome travelers into North and 
South Carolina using attractive signs 
bearing greetings from the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. These signs 
will be placed at various Interstate 
entry points into North and South 
Carolina, and will include our confer-
ence website information.

In North Carolina, there are cur-
rently nine Interstate entry points, 
which are on east- and west-bound 
Interstates 40 and 26 as well as north- 
and south-bound Interstates 77, 85 
and 95.

In South Carolina there are cur-
rently seven Interstate entry points, 
located on east-and west-bound Inter-
states 20 and 26 as well as north- and 
south-bound Interstates 77, 85 and 95.

The signage shows people within 

our conference territory to serve as a 
fresh, inviting welcome to the Caro-
linas. Our desire is to share a visual 
picture of a friendly multi-ethnic and 
multi-generational church. In Sep-
tember 2016 the first of these signs 
was installed on I-85 north-bound for 
those crossing into North Carolina 
from South Carolina.

Remember this little children’s 
song?

This little light of mine,
I’m going to let it shine…
All around the neighborhood,
I’m going to let it shine…
Hide it under a bushel? No!
I’m going to let it shine…
Let it shine till Jesus 

comes,
I’m going to 

let it shine…
There are 

many who have 
never heard of 
Seventh-day 
Adventists and 

many others who have mispercep-
tions of who we are. It is time for 
us to come out in the open and truly 
be grateful for how God has guided 
and blessed this church. We are to 
be a torch of truth that is warm and 
inviting to everyone traveling through 
North and South Carolina.

—Leslie Louis, Conference President

FOR THE CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE

20/20 
VISION

KEEPING A 
FOCUS ON OUR
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HOW CAN I HELP?
WITH YOUR PRAYERS 
Please pray for 
evangelism in Carolina 
— pray for our churches, 
the pastors, our people 
who support evangelistic 
meetings, AND our 
friends, neighbors and 
community.  Ask God to 
move in a mighty way. 

WITH YOUR 
CONVERSATION, 
PLANS AND ACTION  
Please talk about 
evangelism — in your 
Sabbath School classes, 
at your church board, at 
fellowship meals. Make 
it a point of planning and 
action. But don’t let it be 
all talk ... make sure your 
plans are carried out. 

WITH YOUR FINANCES 
God has laid a great 
burden on our hearts. 
And on yours also, we 
trust.  In response to the 
tremendous challenge 
that has been placed 
before us, let’s move 
forward, knowing that 
what God asks us to 
do, He provides the 
strength and means to 
accomplish.

CAROLINA EVANGELISM

Available soon at
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This little light of mine, 
how do we let it shine?

At Asheville-Pisgah Christian 
School (APCS), they have asked this 
question for the last few years. How 
would they let more people know 
about their academically strong, 
relationally dynamic, Christ-centered 
school tucked away in Candler, NC?

After hearing presentations for 
marketing solutions they couldn’t 
afford, they decided to spend $300 on 
school signs. They were placed along 
streets and at stop signs all over town. 

They prayed that God would help the 
right people see them.

Soon a call came into the school 
with a request for a tour. A man 
showed up with his middle 
school-age daughter. Along 
with the tour, they were given 
an overview of the school’s 
philosophy. At the end he said, 
“I’m not a religious man, but 
my daughter has such a heart 
for spiritual things. When I saw 
your sign and that you are a 
Christian school, I had a feel-
ing this might actually be what 
she needs.”

The girl was there for registration! 
And then for the first day of school! 
She seemed very happy. After two 

weeks, her dad stopped by the 
office. “Every day I see her 
heart growing,” he said. “I hear 
about what she is learning in 
worship, in Bible, in chapel. 
I hear her singing and pray-
ing. Now, I’m not a religious 
person, but I am so glad she is 
getting her heart filled here.”

This little light of mine, now 
shining in that home day after 
day.

—Erin Miller

In September 2014, Philip Grant 
started a small group at the 

University City Adventist Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Members 
of this small group were soon inspired 
to start a church plant in the Mallard 
Creek community in Charlotte, and 
eight families began the planning 
phase in November 2014.

For the next seven months, the 
group members met in their homes 
and at their mother church, develop-
ing strategies and planning for the 
June 2015 launch date. During those 
months they attended church plant-
ing seminars, met with guest speak-
ers who had experience in church 
planting, and visited various locations 
in their search for a place of worship. 
Despite challenges, the Lord blessed 
and they moved forward in faith.

On April 25, 2015, the Unity Ad-
ventist Group opened their doors for 

their first worship service, which was 
held at the home of one of the families 
in the planning group. Twenty-three 
people attended that first Sabbath, 
including six children. On June 13, 
2015, the group began meeting at the 
Mallard Creek Elementary School.

God is already working in amaz-
ing ways through the Unity Adventist 
Group. They have been reaching out 
to the Mallard Creek community to 
see how best they can meet their needs 
and have received a number of re-
sponses from people who are interest-
ed in youth programs, Bible studies, 
and healthy lifestyle instruction.

Please pray for the Unity Adventist 
Group as they present the gospel to 
their neighbors by word and deed, 
and pray that Jesus will be glorified in 
their hearts so people will come to ac-
cept and rejoice in His amazing love.

—Article Contributed

The Journey of 
CHARLOTTE UNITY COMPANY
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Not a Disappointment 
in Valdese

It was anything but a disappoint-
ment as the church doors officially 
opened October 22, 2016, for a 
church plant in Valdese, North Caro-
lina named, Great Hope Seventh-day 
Adventist Church of Valdese. 

The Core Group had been studying, 
praying and fellowshiping together 
for almost a year, with the dream of 
beginning a work in Valdese where 
the Waldensians had settled more than 
100 years ago. The original faith and 
example of the Waldensians was an 
inspiration to the Core Group, know-
ing they were willing to sacrifice 

anything and everything “to the last 
drop of our blood.”

A Creation Health seminar series 
was held in Valdese, followed by 15 
straight nights of a prophecy seminar, 
conducted by church plant leader, 
Barry Mahorney. It was with great 
excitement that the official opening 
on October 22 was anticipated. Gift 
bags were made, pens were printed, 
children’s Sabbath School rooms 
were decorated and community, fam-
ily and friends were invited for this 
special day of celebration. A picnic 
was planned at McGalliard Falls 
where the Waldensians liked to go 
for picnics following church. Then 
a concert with Natasha Perez was 
scheduled in the afternoon.

We were packed into our building 
as 42 attendees worshiped together in 
Valdese in the Great Hope Seventh-
day Adventist Church. No, it was not 
a disappointment as might be associ-
ated with the date of October 22 . 
Excitement is high as this leadership 
team moves forward with plans to 
make a difference in Valdese and the 
surrounding area.

— by Sharryn Mahorney, church plant 
member

Photos left to right: Natasha Perez 
shared her testimony during the afternoon 
concert; front entrance of Great Hope; 
many people came for the celebration 
of the grand opening; Barry Mahorney, 
church plant lay leader, shared a thought-
provoking sermon.

Summer in Ministry 
Internship Helps 
Carolina Conference 
Find New Pastor

As graduation approached for 
Silvertone Stare, his faith 
began to waver. He would 
soon complete his under-
graduate theology degree 
from Southern Adventist 
University, and although he 
had been interviewing all 
year with various confer-
ences, he had not yet been 
hired. Stare kept praying. 
A few days before gradua-
tion, Greg King, dean of the 
School of Religion, asked if 
he could put Stare’s name in 
the running for an intern-
ship opportunity called Summer in 
Ministry.

Summer in Ministry is a new 

program at Southern, funded in part 
by the Southern Union. Students 
benefit from the chance to confirm 
their ministerial calling and expe-
rience what a full-time career in 
ministry will be like. Some also earn 
scholarship money. At the same time, 
local churches profit by harnessing 
students’ enthusiasm, energy and 

spiritual passion. Last but 
not least, the program gives 
churches a chance to work 
with students and decide if 
they would be a good fit for 
their conference.

Stare was mentored by 
Pastor Tim Cove of the 
Mocksville and Statesville 
Adventist churches in North 
Carolina. Cove was grateful 
for Stare’s assistance, and 
Stare was excited to im-
merse himself in ministry 

and learn all he could.
“We had such a great relationship,” 

Stare recalls. “Pastor Tim really mod-
eled an effective, Christ-centered min-

istry for me. He has helped me start 
on the right track in my ministry.”

The warmth and encouragement of 
both the Mocksville and Statesville 
congregations made Stare feel as 
well as see God’s leading during his 
internship. Members were excited to 
fellowship and worship with Stare as 
he led Bible studies, prayer meetings, 
visitations and sermons. 

Stare’s internship went so well that 
the Carolina Conference decided to 
sponsor his pursuit of a Master of Di-
vinity degree at Andrews University 
this year. After that, he will return to 
the Carolina Conference and join the 
pastoral team there.

“I was so nervous at the end of 
my senior year, when things weren’t 
working out for me as I hoped,” Stare 
remembers. “This journey was such a 
test of faith, for which I am thankful. 
In all of this, I have been reminded 
that God has a plan for me that He 
will work out in His own time.”

— by Angela Baerg, Southern Ad-
ventist University
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Sharing
MIKE TUCKER
Thurs-Sab Evening
Speaker/Director
Faith for Today Television

DON LIVESAY
Sun-Wed Evening
President
Lake Union Conference

KARL HAFFNER
Mon-Fri 11am
Senior Pastor
Kettering College Church

VARIOUS SPEAKERS 
Mon-Fri 8am
Carolina Conference Ministers
Haskell Williams, Glen Altermatt, Jason 
Belyeu, Henry Johnson & David Wright

Carolina Conference
Lake Junaluska

Camp Meeting

MAY 28-JUNE 3, 2017

LYNELL LAMOUNTAIN
Creation Health
GEORGE GARRICK
Personal Evangelism
RUBER & KETTY LEAL
Family
LAURA SMITH
Women’s Ministries 
Certification
JEREMIAH WEEKS
ShareHim Bootcamp

JOSÉ LAPORTE, JR.
Men’s Ministries
KEVIN WILFLEY
Stewardship
ERIC FLICKINGER
Start a Fire for the Lord 
in Your Church
KEN BRYANT 
Matching Personality 
with Spiritual Gifts
 

BRAD CAULEY
Church Growth
JUD LAKE
Spirit of Prophecy
KELLY MOWRER
Growing in Prayer
JIM WETMORE
Prison Ministries
KELLY MOWRER
Intercessory PrayerSE

M
IN
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
WWW.CAROLINASDA.ORG 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
WWW.LAKEJUNALUSKA.COM

LIVE STREAM 
OF AUDITORIUM 
MEETINGS 
AVAILABLE ON 
OUR WEBSITE.



8 | Carolina Action Issue 1, 2017

Vishanti Rodgers-Duggins 
wanted to experience ev-

erything high school had to offer. 
An honors student since middle 
school, she did her best at everything, 
whether cheerleading, track and field 
or academics.

Before starting high school, 
Vishanti began worshipping with 
Mission of Hope, a church group 
sponsored by the Greenville, NC, 
Adventist Church. Vishanti had taken 
Bible studies but had not yet decided 
to become a member. She knew about 
the true Sabbath.

One day, Vishanti told her parents 
that the basketball game was on Sat-
urday and that the cheerleading squad 
would perform. Knowing her dad did 
not want her to participate in sports 
on Sabbath, Vishanti reminded them 
they had taught her that when she was 

part of a team, she should not let the 
team down.  

Vishanti’s father, Randell Duggins, 
sent a silent prayer to the Lord for 
wisdom, then said, “You are a teen-
ager now, and you will have to make 
many choices about what is right and 
wrong in your life. We will leave the 
decision up to you. Whatever you 
decide, we will still love you.”

On Sabbath morning, Vishanti 
made her decision. She called her 
coach and explained that she could 

not attend the game because Satur-
day is the Sabbath, the day she sets 
aside to worship God. Surprisingly, 
the coach had no problem with her 
decision.

She was able to remain on 
the junior varsity cheerlead-
ing squad into her junior year 
because the games were on 
Thursday.

One week later, Vishanti’s 
father was preaching and felt 
impressed to make a call. He 
invited anyone who would 
like to dedicate their life to 
God and be baptized to stand. 
Vishanti, her sister Quinn and 
their mother, Angela, stood up, 
and then looked at each other 
in surprise. Several weeks later 
they were all baptized on the same 
day.

Explaining why she no longer at-
tended sports events on Saturday was 
challenging. Her friends thought it 
was weird at first. Eventually they got 
used to Vishanti’s faith.

“My best friend seems interested 
and [my Sabbath observance] seems 
to have impacted her,” Vishanti says. 
By her senior year her friends under-
stood her beliefs and respected her for 
them. 

She was also challenged with 
track meets. Vishanti learned that 

an upcoming regional was 
scheduled to end two hours 
before sundown on Friday. 
She and her father talked 
about the possibility of the 
meet lasting after sundown. 

“Sabbath really was more 
important to me than going 
to regionals,” Vishanti says. 
So she did not participate in 
those or any other regionals 
or state championships. 

The final test Vishanti 
faced was graduation, tra-
ditionally held on Saturday. 
She wasn’t worried. 

“I didn’t give it a second 
thought,” Vishanti says. The 

principal knew Vishanti had stood up 
for her beliefs and kept the Sabbath 
throughout high school.  Because of 

Vishanti’s con-
sistent witness, 
the administra-
tion decided to 
hold a separate 
graduation ser-
vice for her on 
Sunday. 

Not only that, 
but the fac-
ulty of Riverside 
High School 
were determined 
to give Vishanti 
a graduation 
as special as 

everyone else’s. The principal told 
her she could bring as many people as 

she wanted, and he emailed all the 
teachers to see if they would come. 
Graduation day was bright and 
sunny. God had brought her through 
high school and she was grateful.

Vishanti’s testimony is: “I have 
really seen how when I am fol-

lowing God things always work out. 
They had SATs on a Saturday, but 
they said I could take it on Sunday 
at ECU. Even now, God is providing 
for my education with scholarships 
and the work study program. If you 
struggle with being true to God at 
school, remember to have faith to 
continue, and ask God for strength 
and help. With God’s help things will 
work out.”

—by Judy Bartlett, Greenville Seventh-
day Adventist Church member

Keeping the Sabbath 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
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Irmo Mission Group 
Gives Away 5,000 
Hacksaw Ridge Books 
at Local Theaters
God is surely performing 
miracles in the new church 
just beginning in Irmo, SC.

The movie Hacksaw Ridge, 
based on the life of Desmond Doss, 
was coming to theaters.  The Irmo 
Mission Group decided to make their 
community aware of the Adventist 
message by giving away the book 
about Doss (by Amazing Facts and 
Remnant Publications) at theaters 
showing the film.  A generous donor 
offered to match donations up to 
$2,500.00 to buy the 5,000 books.

The Irmo group partnered with 
their mother church, Columbia First, 
in the daunting task of giving away 
these books.  They signed a contract 

with one local theater only to find 
out, at the last minute, that the theater 
would no longer allow them to come.  
Instead they were offered a different 
theater in a less desirable location. 
This turned out to be a blessing in 
disguise, as the people in the second 
theater seemed more receptive to the 
books.

All 5,000 books were given out 
in two and a half 
weeks due to 100 
percent participa-
tion from church 
members and 
visitors, whether 
through financial 
assistance, prayer 
or physically 
handing out the 
books. Even Mag-
gie, a member’s 
service dog, was 
actively engaged 
in this task!

Please join us 
in praying for this 

new Mission Group in Columbia, SC, 
as they continue their endeavor to 
bring souls to the Kingdom of God in 
2017 and beyond.

—Lynn Sherman,Columbia First 
Member

Winter
Wonderland

www.carolinasda.org

Romance at the Ranch

English: February 10-12
with Timari and Richie Brower
Founders of MarriageConversionUniversity.com

Spanish: February 17-19
Capella´n Jorge & Evelyn Torres

Register: 



10 | Carolina Action Issue 1, 2017

Southern Union

April 28-29, 2017

Register at www.carolinasda.org

Triad Adventist Fellowship Company 
705 Sunshine Way, Greensboro, NC

Deadline: March 31

Jakov Bibulovic
Church Plant Coordinator
Ontario Conference

Walter Pintos-Schmidt
Associate Ministerial Director
Upper Columbia Conference

Tom L. Evans
Associate Director
NADEI

Jonny Wong
Church Planter
Australia & China

Raquel Gillham
Elder
Lighthouse Brazilian Church

Brittany Harwood
Musical Guest

 SEEDS
Church Planting and 
Church Growth Conference

All meals on Sabbath are provided. (You must 
show registration ticket at all meals.)

Thanks to Maranatha 
volunteers, the new Aiken 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
building is now visible on a 
hill off Columbia Highway 
in Aiken, SC, not far from 
Interstate 20. 

The structure is located on a por-
tion of 20 acres that had already been 
purchased, but the congregation was 
waiting for the right time to build.

Several plan design changes 
took place before the groundwork 
could be completed. Building dates 
were arranged with Maranatha, and 
volunteers were scheduled to arrive 
on October 5, 2016. As the big day 
approached, the congregation realized 
that Hurricane Matthew was due to 
arrive on the same day. There were 
many prayers sent up that day about 
the pending weather.

And the winds were stayed! With 

God’s blessing, the Aiken area only 
received some rain from the hurri-
cane, and the Maranatha volunteers 
were able to get to work in beautiful 
weather to build the new church.

The structure was completed and 
closed in by the time the volunteers 
left on October 19. The steeple was 
placed on October 20, and siding 
has been installed on the exterior. 
Work on the interior is currently in 
progress, and the entire building 
project should be completed in March 
or April of 2017. Look for another 
update at that time.

The Aiken church is thanking the 
Master Builder for being involved in 
this precious construction project.

— by Alice Howell
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Planting churches is important 
in the Carolina Conference. 
The conference invests time, 

energy, and resources in this vital 
ministry, as do a multitude of lay 
people, who pour their hearts and 
souls into growing God’s Kingdom. 
These folks 
are often 
very innova-
tive in their 
evangelistic 
efforts and 
love to 
share their 
experiences.

The 
Clemmons 
Fellowship 
Com-
pany, which 
launched from the Winston-Salem, 
NC, church in 2010, held evangelis-
tic meetings with Steve Vail in July 
2016. The meetings were so success-
ful that the company had to expand its 
facility. In fact, of the 30 individuals 
who joined the company by either 
baptism or profession of faith since 
the plant launched, 20 of them joined 
in 2016. An astonishing 68 percent of 
the company’s budget is allocated to 

evangelism, which shows the mem-
bers’ dedication to reaching souls for 
Christ.

In Shallotte, NC, (about halfway 
between Myrtle Beach, SC, and 
Wilmington, NC,) a small group 
led by Pete Resz, retired literature 

evangelist 
and director, 
is work-
ing toward 
planting 
a church. 
When the 
movie 
Hacksaw 
Ridge 
came out, 
this group 
recognized 

an opportunity. In order 
to receive a copy of the book Hero of 
Hacksaw Ridge, movie attendees had 
to fill out a card and check a box if 
they wanted to receive Bible studies. 
About 1,400 books were distributed 
in both Myrtle Beach and Shallotte, 
and 100 requests were made for Bible 
studies. These individuals 
were invited to Conference 
Evangelist Steve Vail’s 
meetings, which began on 

January 9, 2016; 80 visitors attended 
on the opening nights.

During Revelation Made Simple, 
another series presented recently by 
Steve Vail, the Irmo Fellowship Mis-
sion Group in South Carolina began 
a remodeling project that tripled the 
size of their sanctuary. This church 
plant began holding services in 
January 2016, and for the first four 
months, their average attendance was 
14. After the evangelistic series, their 
attendance more than doubled. Lay 
leaders Ronald and Sandra Sturkie 
say, “We currently have 13 non-Ad-
ventists attending on a regular basis, 
and two of them recently committed 
to be baptized.” You can read about 
this mission group’s outreach efforts 
in connection with the Hacksaw 
Ridge movie on page nine.

Praise God for those who are fur-
thering His work! May He continue 
to grow His Kingdom through church 
planting until there is a faithful group 
of believers in every town and city in 
the Carolinas.

—by JoAlyce Waugh

IT’S 
PLANTING SEASON!

Clemmons Company

Irmo Mission Group
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In 2005 Hurricane Katrina hit 
the Gulf Coast, leaving behind 
a trail of devastation that 

included Bass Memorial Academy in 
southern Mississippi. Students from 
Adventist academies and universi-
ties around the country traveled to 
Bass offering their help. Some of the 
first to arrive were from Andrews 
University. These students had paid 
their own way to travel to Mississippi 
on a bus, which was loaded with just 
enough bottles of water to last the 
amount of time they planned to stay.

The Bass facilities had no running 
water and no electricity, and many of 
the students were sleeping out under 
the stars in lawn chairs or in sleeping 
bags on the ground. 

One Sabbath afternoon, a pastor 
from Florida, David Canther, invited 
the Andrews students to give their last 

bottles of water to people in the com-
munity. He asked them if they trusted 
God to meet their needs if they gave 
away all the water they had. He then 
asked them to pray that God would 
send them to the people who needed 
their help, that God would bless their 
efforts, and that God would provide 
for their own needs, especially water. 
These students eagerly headed out 
into the community to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus by giving away their 
last bottles of water.  

Late that afternoon, as the students 
were returning, two men from Virgin-
ia arrived on the Bass campus pulling 
an enclosed trailer behind a pickup 

truck. They were not Adventists and 
explained that they were business 
partners. Both of them had prayed the 
night before that God would show 
them what to do to help. Early that 
morning they had been impressed to 
take their trailer to Sam’s Club, where 
they used all the credit they had left 
on their business credit card to fill the 
trailer with bottled water. They didn’t 
know where they were going when 
they left Virginia, but they trusted 
God to direct them to the place He 
wanted them to go. Imagine the joy 
of those students who had given 
away their last bottles of water and 
who now knew that even before they 
asked, God had provided for them!

The widow in 1 Kings 17 was not 
a rich woman. She was gathering 
sticks to cook her last meal when 
Elijah found her. God had specifically 

directed Elijah 
to this particular 
woman, who 
had only enough 
flour and oil to 
feed herself and 
her son. How-
ever, she was 
willing to give 
away everything 
she had while 
fully aware of 
the risk of doing 
so. The Andrews 

students, like the widow, gave all they 
had. How many of us trust God that 
much?

Verses 15 and 16 tell us that the 
widow “went and did according to the 
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and 
her house, did eat many days. And the 
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail, according to the 
Word of the Lord, which he spake by 
Elijah.”

Why would we not give our all 
when God has clearly shown through 
His word that He will provide all we 
need? It is not how much we give that 
matters to God, it is the attitude of 
being willing to give all we have that 
He desires. IT IS ALL OF ME IN RE-
SPONSE TO ALL OF HIM!

– Rick Hutchinson, Carolina Confer-
ence Director of Generous Living 

To learn more about 
Generous Living, scan 

this code or go to www.
carolinasda.org.

The gymnasium at Bass Memorial Academy after Hurricane Katrina

GENEROUS
All of me in response to all of Him

Proving that God always provides
Giving ELIJAH STYLE
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G E N E R O U S
L I V I N G
S U M M I T
You are invited to the 5th Annual Generous Living Summit 
on Sabbath, February 25, 2017, at the Lelia Patterson Center in 
Fletcher, NC, from  9:00a.m.-4:30p.m. The guest speaker is Del 
L. Johnson, retired administrator, NAD Retirement office.
 
We know you desire the kind of spiritual relationship with God that allows 
you to grow in your love for Jesus and partner with Him in helping your fellow 
man. This is why we are delighted to provide this Generous Living Summit. 
Live stream available. See our website for details. 

Registration is required for a free vegetarian haystack lunch.  (Deadline: February 6, 2017)

REGISTER AT WWW.CAROLINASDA.ORG
Questions? Contact Rocio Roberts at 704-596-3200, Ext. 5729.

ALL OF ME IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM • ALL OF ME IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM • ALL OF ME IN RESPONSE T O
 A

LL O
F H

IM
 • A

LL O
F M

E IN
 R

ESPO
N

SE T
O

 A
LL O

F H
IM

 • A
LL O

F M
E IN

 R
ESPO

N
SE T

O
 A

LL O
F H

IM
 • A

LL O
F M

E IN
 R

ESPO
N

SE T
O

 A
LL O

F H
IM

 • A
LL O

F M
E IN

 RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM • ALL OF ME IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM • ALL OF ME IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM • ALL OF 
M

E 
IN

 R
ES

PO
N

SE
 T

O
 A

LL
 O

F 
H

IM
 •

 A
LL

 O
F 

M
E 

IN
 R

ES
PO

N
SE

 T
O

 A
LL

 O
F 

H
IM

 •
 A

LL
 O

F 
M

E 
IN

 R
ES

PO
N

SE
 T

O
 A

LL
 O

F 
H

IM
 •

 A
LL

 O
F 

M
E 

IN
 R

ES
PO

N
SE

 T
O

 A
LL

 O
F 

HIM •



14 | Carolina Action Issue 1, 2017

Attention Readers:
We’re going digital!
Next year the Carolina Action will transition to an all-digital 
publication. If you prefer your copy in print, don’t worry. 
You can add your name to a subscription list, and we will 
continue sending you a printed version. This allows us to 
print only what will be utilized, which will release funds for 
other methods of kingdom growth!

Begins January 2018. Subscription info coming soon.

Columbia Adventist 
Academy Eighth 
Graders Win Economics 
Competition
Eighth graders at Columbia 
Adventist Academy won third 
place in SC Economics’ Stock 
Market Game competition. 

On May 20, the students received 
the Fall 2015 Middle School Divi-
sion Trophy for the SC Stock Market 
Game at the awards banquet, which 
was held at the Brookland Banquet 

& Conference Center. The last day 
of school was shortened to a half 
day so the students could attend the 
ceremony.

The Stock Market Game is a 10-
week online simulation for grades 
4-12. Students are given a hypo-
thetical portfolio to invest in stocks, 
bonds and mutual funds. Throughout 
the game, students gain valuable 
knowledge in economics, investing, 
personal finance and global economy. 
Every year, 600,000 students partici-
pate in the competition across all 50 
states.

SC Economics offers economics-
centered training programs for teach-

ers to use in the classroom with their 
students. Fun programs such as The 
Classroom Mini Economy, Virtual 
Economics, and The Stock Market 
Game use a variety of teaching strate-
gies make the world of economics fun 
for both students and teachers. 

SC Economics and the Council for 
Economic Education are affiliated 
with South Carolina’s university-
based Centers for Economic Educa-
tion. This partnership provides K-12 
teachers with the resources they need 
to bring an understanding of eco-
nomics to their students in fun and 
meaningful ways.

—by Carin Bartlett
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For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference website at 
www.carolinasda.org.

FEBRUARY 
Volunteer Lay Pastor Promotion Day 

—4. TBD.
Adult Sabbath School Workshop —11. 

Monroe Church.
English Romance @ the Ranch —10-12. 

NPR.
Hispanic Romance @ the 

Ranch —17-19. NPR.
MARCH
Korean Elders Retreat —3-5. NPR.
Pathfinder Workbee —17-19. NPR.
MPA Music Festival —30-31. MPA.
Elders/Deacons/Deaconess Summit 

Certification —Mar.31-Apr. 2. NPR.
Alive Youth Rally —31-Apr. 2. 

Spartanburg, SC.
APRIL
Adventurer Fun Day —7 -9. NPR.
Volunteer Lay Pastor Training —21-23. 

Carolina Conference.
MPA Alumni Weekend —21-22. MPA.
Pathfinder Council Meeting —21-22. 

NPR.
MPA Academy Days —28-30. MPA.
SEEDS —28-29.Triad Fellowship Co., 

Greensboro, NC.
MAY
Hispanic Camp Meeting —5-7. NPR.
MPA Graduation —21. MPA
Lake Junaluska Camp Meeting —28-

June 3. Lake Junaluska, NC.
JUNE
Adventure Camp—18-25. NPR.
Junior Camp—25-July 2. NPR.
Share Him Boot Camp Training —25. 

Carolina Conference Office.

CAROLINA OBITUARIES
CLARKE, Robert Lewis, 77, died April 

11, 2016, in Lenoir, NC. Robert was the son 
of the late Fray Lafayette and Clara Hartley 
Clarke. He was a member of the Morganton 
church. Robert served in the United States 
Air Force and was stationed in Thailand 
during the Vietnam War. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in death by a 
sister, Mable Clarke; and one brother, Roger 
Clarke. Survivors include his wife, Mary; 
two daughters, Sandra Clarke Bost and 
Jacqueline “Jackie” Clarke Worley; a sister, 
Sylvia Beane; a stepdaughter, Debbie Laws; 
two grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

CHAPMAN, Eugene George, 99, born 
Aug. 2, 1917, in Kansas City, KA, died 
Sept. 15, 2016, in Asheville, NC.  He was 
a member of the Fletcher church.  George 
graduated from USC Dental School in Los 
Angeles, CA, in 1949. He served in the 
Dental Corps of the United States Army in 
France from 1951-1953. In 1953, he started 
a dental practice in Burbank, CA. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Mabel 
Buckley and Ira Chapman; his wife, Jane; 
and his brother, Paul. George is survived by 
two loving daughters, Judy Powell and Me-
lissa DeFoor (David Shipek); three grand-
children, Stephanie Grant (Jamey), Chappie 
Powell (Shannon), and Ken DeFoor 
(Nichole); and seven great-grandchildren.

COLE, Judith Carma Swygert, 75, 
born July 4, 1940, in New York City, NY, 
died May 3, 2016, in Lexington, SC. Judith 
was a member of the Columbia First church. 
She married Gerald Lee Cole in 1958. Ju-
dith worked at BellSouth for 28 years before 
retiring in 2016. She is survived by her sis-
ter, Virl Caughman (Steve, deceased); two 
daughters, Sharon Cole Eargle (Calvin) and 
Jocelyn Seel (Tony); four grandchildren, 
Amanda Zarlenga (Chris), Michael  “Scott” 
Eargle, Erika Cody, KC Cody (Makayla); 
and many great-grandchildren.

CREWS,Theresa Mae (Gleason), 102, 
born May 31, 1913, in Belleville, MI, died 
May 3, 2016, in Hendersonville, NC. The-
resa graduated from Hinsdale Sanitarium 
and Hospital School of Missionary Nurses 
in Hinsdale, IL and practiced nursing in 
Illinois, Florida, California and Maryland 
before settling in Orlando, FL, for more 
than 50 years where she raised her children. 
She was active in ministry at the Kress 
Memorial Adventist Church. She spent her 
last 20 years in her beloved North Carolina 
where she was a member of the Fletcher 
church. Theresa was preceded in death by 
her husband, Dr. John Edward Crews of 
Orlando, FL; sisters, Helen Mildred Case 
and Louise Anna Hadley of Henderson-
ville, NC, and Florence Elizabeth Litkey 
of Wisconsin Rapids, WI. She is survived 
by her three children, Jerry Roger Crews 

(Elzine) of Longwood, FL, James Jay Crews 
(Molly) of Tampa, FL, and Janet Gail Crews 
of Youngstown, OH; grandsons, Scott 
Clark, Tyler Clark; two great-grandchildren, 
Boston and Ridley Clark; a nephew, Bruce 
Hadley; and a niece, B.J. Jones.

EDWARDS, Robert H., 98, born Feb. 
14, 1918, in Detroit, MI, died July 7, 2016, 
in Hendersonville, NC. Robert worked as a 
technical writer for General Motors. He was 
a member of the Fletcher church at the time 
of his death. He served in various capaci-
ties at local churches in both Michigan and 
North Carolina as deacon, head deacon, 
Sabbath School teacher, Sabbath School 
superintendent and more. Surviving are 
his wife, June Edwards; four sons, John 
Edwards (Debra), Steve Edwards (Ellen), 
David Edwards (Aura), and Dan Edwards; 
two daughters, Patricia Munn (Ray), and 
Janet Bailey; two grandchildren, Andrea 
Tribbey (Dylan), and Todd Edwards 
(Caitlin); and four great-grandchildren, Ella 
Tribbey, Aiden Tribbey, Grayson Edwards 
and Keaton Edwards.

LUNT, Martha Melvina, 79, born Dec. 
3, 1936, in Kansas City, MS, died Aug.19, 
2016, in Hendersonville, NC. Martha was a 
member of the Fletcher church. She was a 
graduate of Union College in Lincoln, NE.   
Then she spent 38 years in denominational 
service in the South Dakota and Missouri 
Conferences, the South American Division, 
and the General Conference communica-
tion, lay activities and Biblical research 
departments. She was also a swimming 
instructor and liked to paint. Surviving are 
two brothers, Joe Lunt of Kansas City, MS, 
Martin Lunt of Denver, CO; and her neices 
and nephews. 

MERRELL, Harriet Wiik, 81, of 
Morganton, NC, died January 31, 2016. 
Born in Wisconsin, she was the daughter 
of the late Thure Ferdinan Wiik and Helen 
West Wiik. Harriet was a devoted member 
of the Morganton church, where she was a 
Sabbath School teacher, a worship service 
song leader and a Master Guide. Harriet 
is survived by her sons, Davy Wynn of 
Clarksville, TN, and John Allen Merrell of 
Morganton, NC; a daughter, Tracy A. Mer-
rell of Morganton, NC; eight grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Alfred Wiik of Hendersonville, NC, and a 
host of nephews, nieces and cousins. In ad-
dition to her parents, Harriet was preceded 
in death by four siblings, Geraldine Henon, 
Albin Wiik, Lois Dale and Roy Wiik. 

MYERS, William Danny, 65, born 
March 19, 1951, in Stanley County, NC, 
died May 6, 2016, in Hendersonville, NC.  
He was a member of the Arden church. Wil-
liam is survived by his wife, Natasha Myers; 
a son, Jeremy Myers; his mother, Patricia 
Ann Myers of Mills River, NC; a sister, 

Phyllis Cely of Mountain Home, NC, and 
twin granddaughters, Grayce and Elizabeth 
Myers.

SELF, Helen, 86, born July 23, 1929, in 
Jasper County, GA, died May 6, 2016, in 
Morganton, NC.  She was the daughter of 
the late Wilfred Bernard Lynch and Annie 
Elizabeth Bowden Lynch. Helen was a 
very dedicated member of the Morganton 
church. She had been active distributing 
literature, giving Bible studies and visiting 
those in need. For a number of years she 
had also been the church secretary. She was 
the last survivor of seven children. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Clemmie 
Woodron Self. 
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TEAMED UP 
Get $0.10 off the purchase 
of one Loma Linda canned 
product for every label of 
those brands that you bring 
in to the ACBC. These 
labels will each provide 
$0.25 toward the Carolina 
Conference Educational 
Endowment Fund.

WE’VE

FOR EDUCATION!

“The Carolina Conference Education 
Endowment Fund is used to reduce the 
expense to run a school at the local level, 
which should reduce tuition and increase 
enrollment in our elementary schools..”
—Gary Rouse, Superintendent of Education

“I am absolutely thrilled with the 
collaborative spirit of our various 
departments in the Carolina Conference 
as they seek to partner with each other and 
strengthen the effectiveness of our united 
ministry with God’s blessing.“
—Elder Leslie Louis, Conference President


