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Men are constantly faced with questions 
and challenges concerning their role as 
husbands, fathers and spiritual leaders at 

home and in society. Many men struggle with ques-
tions such as: What is expected of me? Where do I fit 
in? Have I been carrying out my responsibility as a 
provider, father and husband? Some men are con-
fronted with addictions such as pornography, sub-
stance addictions, and even emotional disturbances 
in their personal lives. They are faced with “giants” 
every day, and these good men find themselves be-
lieving they have no way to overcome.

Real Challenges
The challenges men face are real, and solutions 

are urgently needed. The Carolina Conference Men’s 
Ministries Department has introduced various initia-
tives to address relevant issues and meet the needs of 
the men in our great conference.

Our department has provided programs, resources 
and training for the local church men’s ministry lead-
ers with effectiveness and success. During the past 
five years we have conducted several instructional 
training sessions to certify our local leaders. Current-
ly there are 13 local leaders who have been certified 
by the North American Division Men’s Ministries 
Department.  Several resources, such as books, web-
sites, DVDs and personal instructional counsel, have 
been provided on an ongoing basis. 

Throughout the course of the last five years, two 
or three meetings per year have been conducted to 
train leaders and to plan for men’s retreats and other 
events that focus on challenges relevant to men. 
These events give leaders the opportunity to share 

ideas, plan local church events, seek advice, and build 
support networks and friendships. The leaders are 
also informed of any annual convention dates as well 
as Camp Meeting seminars that are conducted every 
other year.

In an effort to plan effective men’s retreats, the 
department has formulated a planning committee 
composed of all local church men’s ministry leaders. 
The purpose is to foster a cooperative spirit among 
the leaders and allow them to serve as representa-
tives of their local churches, thus utilizing their valid, 
constructive ideas to plan events that will minister to 
their needs.

In 2014 a men’s ministry prayer convention was 
held in Atlanta, Ga. The Carolina Men’s Ministries 
Department was actively involved in all phases of 
planning and execution.  The Carolinas were well-
represented by men from our churches.  The experi-
ence at this conference proved that our men need 
a spiritually-filled outlet. Topics at the convention 
included sexual addiction, marriage, parenthood, 
and, most important, a personal relationship with 
our Lord. It also offered time for bonding, recreation 
and praying together.  It is this spirit of brotherhood 
and Christian manhood that we want to continue to 
cultivate in our local congregations. Our department 
is aiming to do just that! 

Men’s ministries’ objective is to offer men the op-
portunity to grow in grace as men, fathers, husbands 
and Christians. It is our goal to spiritually energize, 
equip and encourage the men of our conference to 
truly become men of God.

Men’s MINISTRIES

TONY LAPORTE

Director

JAYME ROUSE

Secretary

28 | Carolina Action Issue 3, 2016 — Special Edition


