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   FROM THE

President’s Pen
The Truth About Change
In 1964, Bob Dylan composed and 
sang a folk song that resonates 
with each of us living today — 60 
years later — in 2024. 

It went like this: 
Come gather ‘round, 

people, wherever you roam.
And admit that the waters 

around you have grown.
And accept it that soon 

you’ll be drenched to the 
bone.

If your time to you is worth 
saving

And you better start 
swimmin’ or you’ll sink like 
a stone

For the times, they are 
a-changing.’

This has never been more true. 
I can’t believe the changes that 
have taken place since the year I 
came to America as a young boy. 
A desktop or laptop computer 
was not even an imagination; an 
iPhone or any mobile phone was 
the stuff of science fiction; the 
only thing close to social media 
was a transistor radio! Even 
cassette tapes and CDs were in 
the future; we were still listening 
to vinyl LP records. VHS or 
DVD movies were non-existent, 
much less digital streaming 
services. Yes, the times, they’ve 
certainly been “a-changing!”

And not just technology has 
changed, but also the way we 
think, work and act in society. 
Common ideas and thoughts 
have shifted dramatically, even 
in the past few years. But friends, 
we can be so grateful that there 
are some things that have never 
changed. 

I’d like to share with you 
four fundamental precepts from 
the Word of God — four truths 
that you can count on to never 
change.

1. God hasn’t changed. In 
Malachi 3:6, the Bible records 

God’s voice for us to read: “I am 
the Lord, and I do not change. 
Whatever is good and perfect 
comes to us from God above, 
who created all heaven’s lights. 
Unlike them, he never changes 
or casts shifting shadows.” James 
1:17

2. The Word of God hasn’t 
changed. Isaiah 40:8 tells us 
that “The grass withers and the 
flowers fade, but the word of our 
God stands forever.”

3. The Law of God has not 
changed. Take a look at the 
words of David in Psalm 19:7-8. 
David emphasized that point over 
and over. The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul.. and 
in verse 8, he states that the com-
mandment of the Lord is pure. 
Something that’s pure doesn’t 
need refining. Again, in Psalm 
111:7-8 David states that all 
his commandments (sometimes 
translated as precepts) are sure. 
They stand fast forever and ever. 
My favorite version of the Bible 
is the New Living Translation: 
Here it states: “All he does is just 
and good, and all his command-
ments are trustworthy. They are 
forever true to be obeyed faith-
fully and with integrity.”

4. God’s faithfulness has 
never changed. Again it was 

David who proclaimed about 
the Lord when he said: “Your 
faithfulness endures to all 
generations (Psalm 119:90). 
Even during the saddest and 
worst of times, the prophet 
Jeremiah could look up — filled 
with hope and full assurance — 

and say those words recorded 
in the book of Lamentations,  
“His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; 
So Great is Your faithfulness.” 
(Lamentations 3: 22-23)

The greatest need of each 
of us during this New Year of 
2024 is to let Jesus change our 
hearts. Then — no matter what 
changes may occur in this world 
during this year, no matter 
what tragedies tear us apart 
with sadness, or no matter what 
triumphs we may celebrate with 
joyful delight — our lives can be 
built on the unchanging eternal 
God.

Your servant leader,

Leslie Louis
Carolina Conference President
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After 16 years, the Alive 
Youth Rally held its last 
gathering on Friday and 

Saturday, March 1-2, 2024.
Alive, hosted and conducted by 

the Spartanburg church since 2009, 
was the brainchild of Kevin Watson, 
Pastor Ryan Hodgins, and a team 
of dedicated church members. Its 
sole purpose was to help connect 
youth with Jesus. Although the role 
of youth pastor has changed hands 
several times since Hodgins moved 
on to pastor other churches, Pastor 
Benjamin Lawson stepped in for the 
last few years, helping to conclude 
this 16-year journey.

This year, despite lower attendance 
due to multiple events across the 

Carolina Conference, the teenagers 
connected with guest speaker Dwain 
Esmond. Esmond, now the associate 
director and editor for the White 
Estate at the General Conference, was 
also the inaugural speaker in 2009, 
providing a fitting conclusion to the 
event.

In the afternoon, between lunch and 
the following session, Watson’s and 
Lawson’s team prepared a compre-
hensive team activity competition for 
the attendees. The much-loved and 
anticipated T-shirt cannon followed 
the afternoon session. Different age 
groups were invited onto the baseball 
field to try to catch one of the many 
shirts shot over their heads. This year, 
the Spartanburg team went all out, 

dropping T-shirts from an airplane 
in addition to firing them from air-
compressed cannons, as attendees 
scrambled to catch the rolled-up 
T-shirts.

Now that Alive has concluded its 
final year, perhaps God is calling 
your church to develop the next 
youth rally. While we often talk 
about the youth as the future of the 
church, they are, in fact, its present. 
One of the pillars the Conference 
Administration is focusing on during 
this quinquennial session is youth. 
Let’s prioritize them in each church 
as Spartanburg has, continuing this 
important work.

—Courtney Herod
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AWAKEN YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE 
“The Power of Your Love”
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The 5th annual Awaken 
Conference, themed “The 
Power of Your Love,” 

emerged as the most impactful 
gathering yet, drawing in 120 attendees 
to the Nosoca Pines Ranch from March 
1-3. Despite encountering challenges 
during the planning phase, the event, 
organized by Ryan Hodgins, pastor 
of the Pursuit Worship congregation, 
and his team of volunteers, was 
an undeniable success, witnessing 
a notable increase in participants, 
including a significant representation of 
second-generation Hispanics. Hodgins 
expressed, “During the planning, there 
were several times when wrinkles 
almost seemed like they would keep 
the event from happening. It always 
takes so much effort to put on anything 
of impact. But with much love comes 
great success.”

The 90’s theme added a nostalgic 
flair to the conference, culminating in 
a vibrant 90’s glow party on Saturday 
evening. Volunteers played a crucial 

role in the planning and setup, with the 
dedicated team starting their prepara-
tions almost a year ahead, ensuring a 
seamless execution. Hodgins shared, 
“The volunteer setup team starts by 
taking down Pursuit Worship’s equip-
ment the Sunday before and loading 
it all onto a 26 ft. Rental truck. Then 
Thursday morning we drive down and 
start setting up at Nosoca at 10:00 am. 
We work through the day and late in 
the night.”

The main speaker for the weekend, 
Sam Leonor, a former Carolinian and 
Adventist Health Mission Identity and 
Spiritual Care executive, delivered 
impactful messages throughout the 
event. Leonor encouraged attendees 
to “Work as if success depends on our 
efforts, but trust as if all depended 
on God.” Hodgins emphasized the 
importance of active involvement as 
well, stating, “God wants us active and 
working hard.”

Hodgins, reflecting on the weekend 
experience, shared, “As the band 

played and music filled the space, 
something special happened. My heart 
was softened, and I was brought to 
tears by the overwhelming thought of 
how wonderful it is that God would 
be willing to use someone like me to 
influence so many young adults.”

Cris Dutra, the Carolina Conference 
Young Adult/Campus Ministries 
Director, offered her insights on 
the event, stating, “At the Young 
Adult conference, I witnessed hearts 
awakening as they worshiped God 
together and listened to Pastor Sam 
share messages that deepened their 
understanding of God’s love and how 
to align their hearts with His.” Dutra 
underscored the transformative nature 
of the experience, highlighting the 
connections forged and friendships 
formed among the young participants. 
“I hope that the ignited passion for 
sharing God’s love will continue 
to burn brightly, impacting lives 
throughout the year until the next 
Awaken.”

—Article contributed
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Church members 
and conference 
leaders gathered 

with friends, family, and 
fellow church members of 
Marcos Bernal on Novem-
ber 18, 2023, at the Mount 
Pisgah Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church for his ordination 
service.

Elder Samuel Romero, 
retired director of Hispanic 
Ministries in the Carolina 
Conference, returned from 
Collegedale, Tennessee, to 
share the ordination sermon 
for Pastor Bernal. Following 
a hearty recommendation 
by elders from his present 
and previous district, Elder 
Bernal confirmed his com-
mitment to follow God and 
faithfully serve his churches. 
Elder Leslie Louis, Carolina 
Conference President, and 
Haskell Williams, Ministerial 
Director, welcomed Pastor 
Marcos and his wife, Edlin, 
to the ranks of ordained 
pastors and placed on him 
the mantle of service and 
responsibility with the as-
surance that He who called 
him would strengthen him to 

fulfill his assignment to share 
the Gospel Commission.

Pastor Bernal was first 
spotted while a student 
at Southern Adventist 
University by Elders Romero 
and Haskell Williams. 
After working in auto 
manufacturing and starting 
a family, he felt the hand 
of God on his shoulder 
and entered the Theology 
Department for training.

Upon completing the pro-
gram, he was called to serve 
as Pastor of the Wilmington, 
New Bern, and Myrtle Beach 
district on the east coast of 
N.C. He led and grew the 
congregations through recov-

ery from a devastating flood 
due to Hurricane Matthew in 
2016. He also played a key 
role in planting congrega-
tions in Morehead City and 
Jacksonville, N.C.

In January 2023, Pas-
tor Bernal began serving 
in his current district of 
congregations in Asheville, 
Arden, Hendersonville, and 
Swannanoa, N.C. He is also 
fulfilling a commitment to 
his country by serving in the 
N.C. National Guard Re-
serves as a Sergeant / E-5.

—Haskell Williams, Ministe-
rial Director

COMMITTED TO SERVE: 
The Ordination of Marcos Bernal
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REJOICING IN THE HARVEST
A Recap of Eastern and Palmetto Harvest Impact Events
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With a spirit of unity and 
celebration, members 
and pastors from across 

the Eastern Carolina Adventist Min-
isterial Association (AMA) recently 
gathered to rejoice in the Lord’s 
works during the Palmetto Harvest 
Impact in Summerville, S.C., and the 
Eastern Carolina Harvest Impact in 
Raleigh, N.C.

The Palmetto Harvest Impact event 
took place on October 7 in Summer-
ville, S.C., featuring guest speaker 

Richard Halversen, Sr. A week later, 
on October 14, the Eastern Carolina 
Harvest Impact 
unfolded in 
Raleigh, N.C., 
with guest 
speaker Denver 
Cavins. The 
primary pur-
pose of these 
gatherings was 
to celebrate 
the success 

of evangelism 
throughout the past 
year in Carolina 
churches and to 
inspire and encour-
age others in their 
efforts to disciple 
others.

Members and 

pastors came together to share 
stories of conversions and baptisms, 
welcoming new members into their 
congregations. The events provided a 
platform to exchange insights on Best 
Practices unfolding in each church. It 
was a time of communal joy, reflec-
tion, and inspiration, reinforcing 
the sense of unity among Carolina 
churches.

Friday night and all day Sabbath 
were dedicated to the sharing of 
these uplifting stories. Attendees 
found encouragement in the tangible 
evidence of God’s transformative 
work in the lives of individuals within 
their communities.

The gatherings were not merely 
opportunities to pat each other on 
the back but rather a collective 
commissioning to move forward as 
Christ’s troops into the harvest fields.

—Becky Carpenter
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In October 2023, women from 
the Carolina Conference gath-
ered at Nosoca Pines Ranch 

for two impactful weekends. The 
first weekend was overflowing with 
participants, as the Hispanic women 
in Carolina not only attended the 
camp for a weekend of inspiration 
but also brought along their friends. 

Janet Paulino played a crucial role 
in organizing the weekend. She in-
vited all non-Adventist attendees to 
join her on stage (pictured below). 

Though it took some time and en-
couragement, eventually the stage 
was filled from one end to the 
other with women. The event was 
a truly evangelistic experience. 
On Sabbath afternoon, the women 
congregated at the pool, engag-
ing in song, prayer, and rejoicing 
as two women were baptized by 
Gary Moyer, Conference VP of 
Administration.

The subsequent weekend 
featured the English Fullness of 
Joy retreat, marked by intergen-
erational worship. Women of 
diverse ages, ranging from 10 to 
70-plus, came together. June Price 
(pictured left) delivered impactful 
biblical preaching, and Natalie 

Boonstra Lily shared insights with 
the teenage girls. Witnessing mothers 
and daughters delving into the Word 

The Bonds of Sisterhood: 
Hispanic and English Women’s 
Retreats at Nosoca Pines Ranch
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together was a beautiful experience. Equally 
moving was the sight of teens connecting and 
worshipping alongside those who are retired. 
Representatives from Impact Hope (pictured 
above, right, with Beth Grissom, Conference 
Women’s Ministries director) contributed by 
sharing the inspiring work they are doing, pro-
viding an opportunity for women to extend their 
blessings to children in need of HOPE.

Women’s Ministry in the Carolina Confer-
ence remains committed to spreading the saving 
grace of Christ, impacting lives both within the 
Conference and around the world.

—Beth Grissom, Women’s Ministries Director

..continued on page 10
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SPEAKERS:
Sunday - Thursday Evening — Andy Nash
Friday Evening and Sabbath Morning — Alex Bryant
Saturday Evening — Leslie Louis
8 am Monday-Friday — Carolina Pastors
11 am — Bill Knott
 
MUSICAL GUEST:
Jennifer LaMountain

SEMINARS:
Education — Sandra Doran

Family Ministries — Rudy & Janet Salazar
Generous Living — Michael Harpe

Health — David and Beverly Sedlacek
Outreach/Evangelism — David & Marquita Klinedinst

End it Now — Erica Smith, Rene Drumm
Seminar Presenter — Ricardo Palacios

Seminar Presenter — Ron Clouzet
Seminar Presenter — Steve Bauer

FOR RESERVATIONS AT LAKE JUNALUSKA 
CALL: 1-800-222-4930

LA
KE

 JU
NALUSKA CAMP M

EETIN
G • MAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2

02
4

When theSpirit     
Comes

LAKE JUNALUSKA CAMP MEETING 
MAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2024

LaMountainKnottLouisBryantNash



Carolina Action Issue 1, 2024  | 11

Felicia Sanders’ week at 
Nosoca Pines Ranch 
Summer Camp was pivotal, 

her first memory of being in a church 
environment. She had begun praying 
and studying her Bible at age 13, but 
while she was at camp, God spoke to 
her very clearly. The week culminated 
in a performance set to the 
song “Without Jesus,” where 
16-year-old Felicia played 
the main character who was 
running to the foot of the 
cross. 

That skit reflected her 
real-life journey. Back home, 
answering God’s call to her 
heart, she began to regularly 
attend Lincolnton Seventh-
Day Adventist Church in 
N.C. In 2020, she was bap-
tized. She also put her faith 
first when it came to choos-
ing a college, enrolling in 
Southern Adventist Universi-
ty. Initially she was nervous 
about her new adventure, but 
she stepped out in faith.

“The more you say yes to 
God, the greater the heights 
He brings you to,” Felicia 
says. “I was a seed ready to 
burst, and I am grateful that 
I was planted in fertile soil at 
Southern.” 

Felicia joined SALT 
(Soul-winning And Leader-
ship Training), an outreach 
program organized by 
Southern in partnership with 
It Is Written. The program is 
founded on the theory that all 
of God’s followers are called 
to be the salt of the earth (Matthew 
5:14). Felicia enjoyed going two-by-
two to knock on doors and share the 
gospel. Her favorite memory was 
when a particular man answered the 
door, and his face lit up. 

“He was so excited for his Bible 
study with us,” Felicia remembers. 

“He had been recently released 
from prison, and he had some big 
challenges and some hard questions.”

Felicia has participated in many 
ministries during her time at South-
ern. She has spent time canvassing 
through LEAD (Literature Evange-
lism and Discipleship), which is an 

opportunity for Southern students 
through Georgia-Cumberland Con-
ference. She has taken part in three 
mission trips, and especially enjoyed 
collaborating with her peers to write 
and present their own youth evan-
gelistic series in New Zealand. In 
addition, she has been involved with 

LifeGroups, which are small groups 
on campus aimed at encouraging spir-
itual growth, and she currently leads a 
LifeGroup with the friends she made 
in SALT. She loves collaborating to 
find ways to apply God’s word to the 
challenges they encounter in their 
daily lives.

“Coals stay warm to-
gether,” she says. “Sepa-
rate one and it goes 
dim. I know, for many 
people, LifeGroups can 
be their anchor point for 
the week.” 

Felicia, currently a 
junior psychology and 
religious studies double 
major, plans to pursue 
a  master’s degree in 
biblical counseling. 
She hopes to use the 
skills she is developing 
through her outreach 
activities to integrate a 
biblically-founded men-
tal health message into 
her counseling and help 
people battle difficulties 
such as anxiety, depres-
sion, and addiction.

From her time at 
Nosoca Pines Ranch to 
now being at Southern, 
Felicia is following 
where God leads so she 
can share Him with oth-
ers. “Being at Southern 
opens me up to a world 
of mission opportunities, 
and for that I am most 
grateful,” she says. “In 
addition to academics, 

I’m being equipped to share Jesus 
wherever and with whomever the 
Lord should lead me to!” 

—Angela Baerg, Southern Adventist 
University

A SEED IN FERTILE SOIL: 
The Spiritual Journey of a Nosoca Pines Ranch Camper
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FROM DOUBT TO DEVOTION: 
Mary Ann’s Journey with ShareHim Ministries

This story traces its origins 
back to 2002, a time that 
predates my involvement 

with ShareHim by two years. It 
revolves around Mary Ann Roberts, a 
former schoolmate of mine at Mount 
Pisgah Academy. The late Bob 
Folkenberg, former president of 
the Carolina Conference, had 
a dream. He envisioned taking 
laypeople to developing coun-
tries where the work of God 
appeared to be flourishing. His 
plan in creating Global Evange-
lism with the Carolina Confer-
ence was to equip people with 
sermons, guidance, and inspira-
tion, allowing them to preach 
overseas and witness the joy of 
people responding to the gospel 
message. The idea was to ignite 
their passion for evangelism, enabling 
them to return to their home churches 
as enthusiastic “sparkplugs” for the 
cause.

Mary Ann’s first participation in 
Global Evangelism in 2002 took her 
to Rongo, Kenya, where God blessed 
their efforts with 640 baptisms. In my 
early days with Global Evangelism 
in 2004, Mary Ann joined us in 
Moshi, Tanzania, and Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe. I distinctly remember 

God’s blessings on her site in 
Bulawayo, resulting in 433 baptisms. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to 
ask her about her extensive journey 
with Global Evangelism (which later 
became known as SHAREHIM). 

She had diligently kept track of 
baptisms—4,000 in total! Throughout 
her 16 years of service, she traveled 
to numerous countries, including 
places like Central Africa with large, 
eager crowds, and other regions like 
Mongolia, Bulgaria, or Cuba, where 
attendance was smaller.

Mary Ann’s journey to Share Jesus 
wasn’t always ablaze with passion. In 
fact, there was a time when she and 
her husband David seemed to have 

lost their way in their walk with God.
My wife and I had the honor of 

hearing Mary Ann share “the rest of 
the story” at her husband David’s 
funeral. Mary Ann had signed up to 
participate in ShareHIM meetings on 
the island of Cuba and managed to 
persuade David, a former dentist, to 
accompany her. He sat through two 
weeks of meetings, listening as the 
Spirit of God worked on his heart. 
On the last Friday night, Mary Ann’s 
sermon delved into the topic of the 
Unpardonable Sin, and it ended with 
a call. To everyone’s amazement, the 
first person to respond was David! 
The following morning, he was also 
the first to step into the baptistry. 
Since then, there has been no turning 
back!

Funerals are typically somber 
occasions, but David’s was also a 
source of joy and celebration. You 
see, God not only blessed Mary Ann 
with 4,000 precious souls through 
baptism but also granted her an 
extraordinary bonus—her husband, 
David, as her partner in the heavenly 
eternity with Jesus. Thank God for 
ShareHIM, and for so much more!

—David Dobias, Retired ShareHim 
Manager

Download the Carolina 
Conference Roku Channel! 
You can watch Carolina Conference events live streamed and on 
demand right on your television! This includes programming from our 
latest Carolina Conference Camp Meeting at Lake Junaluska!

Search for Carolina Conference in your Roku 
Channel listing. 
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The Carolina Conference
 MOBILE APP

Plus
Find a church when 
you’re on the road!

CALENDAR

GIVE TO EVANGEL
IS

M

RESOURCES P
R

AYER PARTNERS

NEWS & EVENTS

OFFICER CONNECTIO
NS ONLINE GIVING

PODCASTS

Includes 
recordings 
from Camp 
Meeting!

Open your camera 
app and scan this 
code to download!

SEARCH FOR CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE IN YOUR APP 

STORE OR SCAN THE CODE.
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In a heartwarming celebration 
of service and leadership, the 
Alumni Association of South-

ern Adventist University honored 
Elder Leslie Louis, President of the 
Carolina Conference, as one of the 
Alumni of the Year. The prestigious 
award was presented at the 
alumni banquet on Thursday, 
October 26, 2023, recog-
nizing Louis’ outstanding 
contributions to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and 
the wider community.

Dr. Greg King, Dean of 
the School of Religion, 
presented the award to 
Louis, lauding his decades 
of dedicated service and 
his authentic leadership 
style. “Elder Louis embod-
ies the values we cherish at 
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity,” said King. “His life of 
service and leadership is an 
inspiration to us all.”

Colleagues and pastors 
from the Carolina Confer-
ence shared their admiration for Louis 
with Dr. King in the week leading up 
to the banquet, describing him as a 
venerable and authentic leader. “What 
you see is what you get,” said one 
employee. “His door is always open, 
and he’s willing to listen to whatever 
is on your mind.” Another pastor ex-
pressed the collective affection of the 

Conference staff, saying, “I wonder 
if Elder Louis truly knows how much 
we love him.”

Born to missionary parents in Cey-
lon (now Sri Lanka), Pastor Leslie 
D. Louis has spent 50 years serving 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church 

in various 
capacities, 
including as a 
teacher, prin-
cipal, super-
intendent of 

education, pastor, 
vice president of 
a conference, and currently as the 
president of the Carolina Conference, 
a role he has held since 2011. Louis 
was re-elected for his third term in 
2022, demonstrating his unwavering 
commitment to his faith and com-
munity.

Louis, who also serves on the 
Board of Trustees for Southern Ad-
ventist University, has been a part of 
the institution’s journey not just as an 
alumnus but also as a guiding force 
on its Governance and Spiritual Life 
Committees. His connection to the 
university is further deepened through 
his family; both his children are 
alumni, and he met his wife, Carole, 
while they were students at Southern 
Missionary College. The couple cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniver-

sary in December 2023.
An avid traveler, photog-

rapher, and outdoorsman, 
Louis finds joy in exploring 
the world, having visited 
countries on six continents. 
Yet, his greatest passion re-
mains preaching and sharing 
Christ’s teachings through 
evangelism, prayer, and 
witnessing.

The Alumni Association’s 
recognition of Elder Leslie 
Louis as an Alumni of the 
Year stands as a testament 
to his impactful leadership 
and his embodiment of the 

Christian values central to the mission 
of Southern Adventist University.

 —Courtney Herod

AN ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR
President Leslie Louis Receives Award from SAU

Transitions in Trust Services/Planned Giving

Remy Guenin has recently be-
come a valuable addition to the 
Carolina Conference Planned 

Giving and Trust Services department, 
assuming the role of Field Representa-
tive. Beginning July 1, 2023, Guenin has 
effectively fulfilled the NAD certification 
requirements for this position. In addition 
to his professional endeavors, Guenin is a 
devoted family man, married to Stepha-
nie (Zalabak), and proud father to three 
children: Hannah (21), Lauren (16), and 
Hudson (13).

The Conference is also delighted to 
welcome Katelyn Turner as the Secretary 
for Trust Services & Generous Living. 
Initially starting in October 2023 in a 
temporary capacity, Turner has now 
transitioned into the position full-time. 
Bringing a wealth of experience in health 
care administration and leadership, 
Turner is a valuable addition to the team.

The Trust Services department is 
dedicated to aiding constituents in 
achieving stewardship objectives both 
during and after their lifetimes. Our 

certified trust officers offer expertise 
through seminar presentations, wills 
clinics, and private consultations, aiming 
to help you balance current financial 
needs with future considerations. This 
includes caring for your family and 
contributing to the gospel’s advancement. 
For those interested in our services or 
seeking more information, please reach 
out to us.
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Carolina Obituaries
ANDERSON, CHARLENE E., 95, 

born on Sept. 19, 1928, in Melrose, 
M.A., died on Nov. 27, 2023, in Hen-
dersonville, N.C. She was the daugh-

ter of the late 
William and 
Ruth Garber 
Higgins. Ander-
son’s remark-
able journey 
included her 
childhood on 
a Seventh-day 
Adventist mis-

sion station in South Africa, her work 
at the General Conference Headquar-
ters in MD, her role as a secretary 
at AdventHealth Florida Hospital 
in Orlando, FL, and her retirement 
years at Fletcher Park Inn in Hender-
sonville, N.C. An avid birdwatcher, 
she appreciated the calm of nature 
and the beauty of birds. Her passion 
extended to knitting, where she craft-
ed baby and adult hats for charitable 
causes, offering warmth and comfort 
to many. A faithful member of the 
Fletcher Church, Anderson’s strong 
faith and compassionate nature will 
be sorely missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. She leaves 
behind her husband, Gordon Ander-
son; sister, Doreen Furman; niece, 
Sheri Butler and her husband, Ed; 
stepson, Lonnie Anderson and his 
wife, Laura; and stepdaughter, Susan 
Bohnstedt and her husband, Tim.

BRAUER, CARROLL VERN, 98, 
born on Oct. 27, 1925, in San Mateo, 
C.A., died on Dec. 30, 2023, at St. 

Elizabeth’s 
Hospice in 
Hendersonville, 
N.C. Born to 
Carroll Vern 
Brauer Sr. and 
Gladys Maine 
(Smith) Brauer, 
he embarked on 
a lifelong jour-
ney of faith and 

service. After graduating from Pa-
cific Union College in 1947, Brauer 
married Alice Bickett. The couple 
entered pastoral ministry within the 
Oklahoma Conference, utilizing their 
musical talents to draw people to 
Christ. Ordained in 1951, Brauer’s 
dedication to his faith took him and 

his family to Egypt in 1952, where 
he served as president of the Upper 
Egyptian Mission, training young 
pastors until 1956. His commitment 
continued as he held positions such 
as departmental secretary of the Nile 
Union Mission from 1957 to 1962, 
and later, roles within the Middle 
East Division and the Colorado and 
Potomac Conferences. Brauer’s 
pastoral ministry spanned decades, 
with notable service in Colorado, 
the Chapel Haven and Louisville 
churches, and, after retirement, the 
Strasburg church in Virginia from 
1991 to 2008. He retired with his 
wife to Fletcher Park Inn in Hen-
dersonville, N.C., where they spent 
their final years. Brauer’s life was a 
testament to his unwavering faith in 
Jesus Christ and his belief in eternal 
life. Predeceased by his parents, 
wife Alice, sister Barbara, stepfather 
Samuel Meier, and grandson Joel, 
he is survived by his sons, Robert, 
James, Ronald, and Marvin Brauer; 
eight grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. 

CLARK, DOUGLAS “GLENN”, 79, 
born in Boone, N.C., died on Oct. 
29, 2023, in Hendersonville, N.C. He 
was the youngest of eight children. 
Clark earned degrees in Industrial 
Arts and a Bachelor of Science from 
Southern Adventist University. 
Clark spent several years teaching 
at Lakeview High School in Fort 
Oglethorpe, GA, before founding 
Glenn Clark Electric and Plumb-
ing. A longstanding member of the 
Fletcher Church, he devoted himself 
to God through service, offering his 
expertise in electrical, plumbing, and 
maintenance to those in need. His 
faith was reflected in his commit-
ment to assisting his church with 
numerous construction and mainte-
nance projects, which he carried out 
with expertise and patience. Prede-
ceased by his seven siblings, Clark’s 
legacy is carried on by his wife of 40 
years, Karylee Elizabeth Clark; son, 
Jonathan Douglas Powell (Alison); 
granddaughter, Elizabeth Brianne 
(Jeffrey); great-granddaughter, Ella 
Grace; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

PROPHET, KATHERINE SMITH, 
66, born on Feb. 27, 1957, in Rock-
well, N.C., died on Dec. 27, 2023, in 

Rockwell, N.C. She was the daughter 
of the late George Benjamin Smith 
and Dorothy Starnes Smith. Kather-
ine was a member of the Salisbury 
Church. She enjoyed her retire-
ment years by spending time with 
and caring for her grandchildren. 
Katherine had a passion for reading, 
particularly her Bible, gardening, and 
planting flowers. She is survived by 
her daughters, Jamie Love, Jessica 
Campbell, and Melissa Prophet; 
sisters, Dale Newman and Loriella 
Lundberg; the father of Melissa, 
James Prophet; nine grandchildren; 
and nine great-grandchildren, with 
another on the way. 

Carolina Conference Calendar
APRIL
Pathfinder Council — 12-14. NPR
MPA Alumni Wknd — 19-21
Welcome to the Family — 26-28. NPR
MAY 
Hispanic Family Camp I — 3-5. NPR
MPA Graduation wknd — 17-19
Hisp. Family Camp II — 18-21. NPR
Lake Junaluska CM — 26-June 1. 

Lake Junaluska, N.C.
JUNE 
Master Guide Expedition — 7-9. TBA
JULY 
Master Guide Camporee — 19-21. 

TBA
Bike For Life to Gillette, WY — 

22-August 4
AUGUST 
International Pathfinder Camporee 

— 5-11 — Gillett, WY
VLP Training Weekend — 16-19. NPR
Adventurer Leadership Council 

— 23-25. NPR
SEPTEMBER 
Master Guide Backpacking — 6-8. 

TBA
Retireree Retreat — 15-19. NPR
APEX Pathfinder Outing — 20-22. 

NPR
Hisp. Men’s Retreat — 20-22. NPR
Eng. Men’s Retreat — 27-29. NPR
Revive Youth Rally — 27-29. TBA
OCTOBER
Women’s Retreat — 4-6. NPR
Sp Women’s Retreat — 11-13. NPR
Eastern Harvest IMPACT — 11-

13. Raleigh

MORE EVENTS AT WWW.CAROLINASDA.ORG
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