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April 3, 2021- Local Church Budget 
The greatest gift a person ever receives is the gift of life. 
Each child differs from every other child. 
When the time came for one father’s only daughter to be 
born, there were complications. She had the umbilical cord 
tied around her neck three times. The doctor had to push 
her back to untie the cord.  
 
When the doctor delivered her, she looked different. She 
was purple. The nurses grabbed her and supplied oxygen 
to her lungs. She seemed lifeless. Then she twitched, and 
then she cried. Tears ran down the father’s face as he saw 
her turn from purple, to soft red, and to a healthy peach in 
color. He thanked the Lord for bringing life into his 
princess.  
 
Just then he saw a glimpse of the cross. He felt a little of 
how our Father must have felt seeing His Son on the 
cross. 
 
God’s heart must have broken while watching His Son go 
through so much pain and agony to save us. The greatest 
gift our Heavenly Father gave us was His son. “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” John 3:16    
 
Today, as we give to local church budget, let us remember 
why we give. Because of your personal giving, these funds 
are used to share the good news of the Cross with others. 
We bring a message of hope to a world in need of a 
Savior. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



April 10, 2021 - Hope Channel International   500 
Sarah loved Jesus from a young age, and always believed 
in Him. Yet, she felt she was never good enough for Him 
and didn’t see how she would be able to do all of the right 
things in order to be saved. Sarah found herself engaging 
in unhealthy habits, searching for worth in relationships 
and substances.   
 
Sarah knew this was not the right path, and she shared her 
feelings with a friend. Her friend suggested she download 
some resources on her phone that would allow her to lift up 
her thoughts and feel that God was close to her. That’s 
when Sarah found Hope Channel—right in the app store 
on her phone. 
 
“I liked the name,” Sarah said. “‘I thought okay, Hope 
Channel’ – I am really looking for hope right now!” She 
immediately began to watch the program Table Talk. 
Through this program, Sarah was able to see and 
understand God’s grace. Her life began to transform. 
This led to finding Let’s Pray LIVE. “They say ‘the place 
where you don’t have to pray alone,’” said Sarah. “My 
husband is not a believer so a lot of times I do pray alone, 
and since I found them, I’m not!” Sarah says, “I’m just so 
grateful that I found [Hope Channel] and since I found it, I 
have never once thought about throwing away this 
precious life that I’ve been given. I am joyful.” 
 
Thousands across North America and around the world 
like Sarah are searching for hope. Today, your offering will 
further the ministry of Hope Channel. Let us join together 
to share hope around the world! —Elizabeth Camps is 
Director of Marketing for Hope Channel International, Inc. 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



April 17, 2021-Touch A Life at MPA 
 

In case you haven’t noticed, our world is going 
crazy…or perhaps worse. The end times are not 
coming, they are here! Our politics and relationships 
have become toxic, to say the least. People are losing 
their tempers, their sanity and their lives. The good 
news is that we Seventh-day Adventists know and 
have what the world needs. The return of Jesus truly 
is the ultimate answer to all the ills of our world. Until 
then, changing the laws will do relatively little, but 
changed hearts can be revolutionary. Only Jesus can 
do that, and He’s asking to do it through each of us. 
Only those with changed hearts can He use to 
change hearts. We need disciples determined to 
make a difference.  
 
Mt. Pisgah Academy is one of God’s powerful tools to 
build these disciples. I am convinced that MPA’s 
greatest desire is for our children to know Jesus as 
Savior and Lord, and to walk with, emulate, and share 
Him. MPA teachers and staff are dedicated to this, 
and it shows. It’s working. I have seen, and continue 
to see, what it’s doing in the lives of my boys. Michael 
and Andrew were already great kids before attending 
MPA, but MPA is growing them in great ways. When 
you don’t have to compel your kids to pray for others 
in need, to offer a hand without being asked, to reach 
out in compassion to others with the love of Jesus, to 
share the Everlasting Gospel…it’s working. And I am 
so grateful.  



 
In one sense, each of us has the power of eternity in 
our wallets. When we give to today’s offering for 
Touch a Life at MPA, our student financial 
assistance fund, we are empowering more of our 
young people to be disciples determined to make a 
difference. Let’s do it now, while we still have time. 
 
Today’s offering appeal is a personal testimony from Gary 
Moyer, V.P. for Administration for the Carolina Conference. 
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 24, 2021- Local Church Budget  
 
Houston, like most large cities today, has a large number 
of homeless people. Some have urged laws to prohibit 
their citizens from helping the homeless.  
 
The Houston church took a different position. They said, 
“These people are children of God.” 
 
The church formed a small group. Twice a month on a 
Sabbath afternoon, they met together. They prepared hot 
food and then placed the food in small containers to 
distribute downtown.  
 
The city had set up restrictions. However, they did not 
forbid the distribution of food already contained and 
sealed. So the church was within the city ordinances.  
 
Some asked, “Why is the congregation undertaking such 
an endeavor when the location is nowhere near the 
church?” The pastor replied, “The church is to impact all 
parts of the world for His glory.”  
 
Jesus declared, “Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
For I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, In as much as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” Matthew 25:34, 35, 40   
Today, as you give to your Local Church, remember that 
we are impacting parts of God’s vineyard where we live. 
Lives are being touched for the Master. 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



May 01, 2021 – Local Church Budget  
 
A new church plant, with only 25–30 attending each 
Sabbath, wanted to invite a speaker for an 
evangelism effort.  
 
“How much will it cost?” they asked. When the pastor 
told them the amount, they knew they could not afford 
the price. How could they raise that much money? 
 
The church met for a business meeting to discuss the 
idea. The pastor listed the costs of the meetings: 
airfare, car rental, motel, meals, and so on. 
 
One family said, “We don’t have any extra money, but 
we do have a nice guest room. We can invite the 
evangelist to our home. That will save the cost of a 
motel. He can also eat breakfast with us each day.” 
 
Another family said, “We can provide evening meals.” 
 
A third family offered, “He can use our pickup.” 
 
In the back of the room, three families whispered 
among themselves. “We can pay for the airline ticket,” 
they announced. 
 
Within a short time, plans were complete. The 
evangelist came, and the church plant rejoiced to see 
the fruits of their giving. 
 



When a church comes together, what seems 
impossible can become possible. Each family gave 
what they had. As a result, the Lord’s work went 
forward. “Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which 
he hath given thee.” Deuteronomy 16:17  
Today, let us come together and give as our 
wonderful God has blessed us.  
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 8, 2021 - Disaster and Famine Relief   500 
 
“Fatal,” “Devastating,” “Horrendous,” “Unforgettable,” 
“Death Toll Rises!” Just some of the words to 
describe news reports on natural disasters and 
traumatic events.  
 
Your gift to the Disaster and Famine Relief offering 
allowed Adventists to give a sense of HOPE to 
thousands from the Camp Fire tragedy. Hundreds of 
kitchen kits were provided to use in their travel trailer 
and hundreds of sheds to secure any belongings they 
were able to grab. Instant pots, along with cooking 
classes on how to use them, were given to bring 
some normalcy.  
 
One resident shared, “I’m so excited to receive this 
kitchen kit that I’m going back right now to make 
brownies.” She made a plate of them and shared 
them with the clean-up crew.  
 
Cleaning buckets were distributed in North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Florida during storms over the last two 
years and families were able to remain under their 
roof without fear of mold infecting their household. 
 
Our friends on the Island of Saipan were able to 
return to their homes after ACS DR team members 
traveled the long hours to rebuild homes that had 
been uninhabitable after Typhoon Yutu devastated 
the Island. 



 
Adventist Community Services Disaster Response 
works all over the North American Division serving 
communities in times of crisis. Today, your generosity 
may be used by God to meet the needs and bring 
relief and comfort to those who have lost everything. 
 
—Wynelle Stevens is the Assistant Director at Adventist 
Community Services.  
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May 15, 2021 - Local Church Budget 

“The Church is on fire!”  
 
We can talk about being “on fire” as a good thing. But 
when flames and fire trucks appear, a church on fire 
is never good news! 
 
Once the fire was out and the immediate crisis over, 
the church members met to make plans for how to 
meet the emergency. They gave offering appeals for 
repairs. The work of restoration began at once. 
 
But there was another special need. The Pathfinder 
club, with about 50 children, wanted to attend the 
Camporee that year. At first, they asked for 
permission to raise funds from resources outside the 
church. The board granted permission. The young 
people began asking for donations from family and 
friends. They wrote letters to aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and neighbors. Little by little, the Pathfinder funds 
arrived. 
 
The last Sabbath before the deadline for the 
Camporee, the Pathfinder club still fell somewhat 
short of their goal. In spite of the focus on the fire 
restoration, the pastor gave a special appeal for the 
Pathfinder club. The congregation responded, and the 
Pathfinders had the funds needed for the Camporee. 



The Pathfinders didn’t know that it was impossible for 
them to raise the funds within months. They had faith 
God would bless. Their motto was Matthew 
19:26. “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, 
with men this is impossible; but with God all things are 
possible.” Today, let us remember that what seems 
impossible becomes possible when a church works 
together to support your local church.  
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 22, 2021 – Carolina Youth        8001 
“How can you maintain a church school? Your 
congregation is so small!” This question came from 
parents whose membership was at a nearby church 
that had no school of its own. “We are so thankful to 
send our children here. But we don’t see how you 
manage. Our church can’t afford a church school!”  

The church school often struggled with finances. But 
by the end of each fiscal year, it had stayed within 
budget. The pastor and church determined that 
educating the youth of the church was the top church 
priority. “It’s our investment in the church’s future,” the 
pastor explained. 

The children from their church school would grow to 
be the church of the future. Not only that, but there 
would be eternal, heavenly rewards for this church 
congregation who invested in the Christian education 
of their young people. 

So, despite the challenges, this church channeled 66 
percent of their church budget to keep the church 
school in the black. They rejoiced to continue to 
sacrifice to keep their school. Their church school still 
operates today. 



The results are clear. Many of the youth from the 
school are still active members of the worldwide 
church. The youth gave thanks for the spiritual care 
that teachers and faculty provided and to those 
members who contributed to the Carolina Youth year 
after year.  
  
The Bible is clear. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” Proverbs 22:6 
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 29, 2021 – Carolina Evangelism    8002 
 
Not hungry! If one of your children were frequently 
not hungry at dinnertime, would you be concerned? 
Well, that’s what happened to one family while 
serving as missionaries in Brazil. 
 
Rick had just turned three, and often at mealtime he 
would not have much appetite. This puzzled his 
parents for some time, until one day his mother 
happened to mention this to some of the neighbor 
ladies in her apartment building.  
 
Comparing notes, they discovered that Rick had been 
going around to the other apartments during the day 
mooching food! He would go up to a door and knock, 
and holding up three fingers, he would say something 
like this: “Mrs. So-and-so, I’m so hungry! May I please 
have three cookies [or three bananas, or three of 
whatever]?” No wonder he wasn’t hungry at mealtime! 
 
So, the expression “three cookies” (or “tres bolachas” 
in Portuguese) became a family joke. 
 
One reason why some people don’t come to church is 
that they are not hungry. Ellen White speaks of them, 
“[They] are feeding on husks and will remain spiritual 
dwarfs as long as they gratify Satan. . .These persons 
forget the words of Christ: “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” (1T 500) Matthew 6:33 



 
Whatever we are feeding on that dulls our spiritual 
appetite must go. Please give to Carolina Evangelism 
today so we can help people find Christ and feed on 
solid spiritual food.  
 

 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 05, 2021 - Local Church Budget 
 
A New York church school fell behind on their 
payments to the conference. The conference had to 
set a deadline. “We can only give you three more 
months. If you are not current by March first, we 
cannot reopen the school in September.” 
 
The church and school board had an emergency 
meeting. “What can we do?” they asked each other. 
“We owe $20,000. It’s almost the first of December.”  
 
“We could have a bake sale.”  
 
“We could have a garage sale.”  
 
“Maybe the students could sell Christmas candles.” 
But none of these ideas, nor even all these ideas 
together, would raise enough. 
Finally, one member suggested, “What if we agree to 
pledge all unexpected money for the next three 
months? Perhaps God will send the money.” 
 
Every Sabbath, the head elder took a couple of 
minutes to ask, “Has anyone received any 
unexpected money to donate to the church school 
debt?” The funds and ideas began to build. 
Unexpected Christmas gift? $250. Year-end bonus 
larger than usual? $100. A forgotten refund? $14.50. 
A tax rebate? $1,200. Large and small, the gifts 
continued. 
 



The treasurer kept careful records but did not 
announce the exact amount until March first. The total 
of the unexpected money donated to the school debt 
equaled $20,000! 
 
Today, as we give to the church budget, let us 
remember how God blesses those who will trust God 
in their giving. “We walk by faith, not by sight.”  
2 Corinthians 5:7   
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
  



June 12, 2021 – Women’s Ministries        1782  
 
The woman had lost her husband. Creditors were 
coming to collect. She had no money to pay them. 
What was she going to do? 
  
She went to the prophet Elisha and told him her 
trouble. “They will take my two sons as slaves,” she 
cried.  
 
The prophet asked one question. “What do you have 
in your house?” 
 
“I have only one small pot of olive oil,” she replied. 
He instructed her to borrow as many empty vessels 
as she could from all her friends and neighbors. Then, 
in private, she should pour that same oil into the 
borrowed containers.  
 
Her sons brought vessel after vessel until there were 
no more available. She began pouring oil from her 
little pot. When she filled the last jar, the oil stopped 
flowing.  
 
The next day she told Elisha what God had done. He 
told her, “Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live 
thou and thy children of the rest.” 2 Kings 4:7 KJV 
 
When this widow came to the Lord, our Father heard 
her prayer and intervened.  
 
 



Today, we have many members who are in debt, and 
as a result it becomes difficult to contribute tithes and 
offerings. I want to introduce you to our God who 
hears the cries of mothers and fathers who are in 
need. God opens the windows of heaven in our 
behalf. When you receive His blessings, remember to 
thank the same God by giving offerings so that others 
can also receive a blessing.  
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 19, 2021 - Local Church Budget 
Does the equation: “Give, and it will be given to you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over will be put into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you” 
(Luke 6:38), work for you in your accounting system?   
It works for me.  
  
As he escapes from Esau, the patriarch Jacob made a vow 
at Bethel saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in 
this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and 
clothing to put on, so that I come back to my father’s house 
in peace, then the Lord shall be my God…and of all that 
You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.” (Genesis 
28:20-22).  

 
Jacob kept his vow and the Lord God blessed him 
abundantly. When I left India for the US, I made a similar 
vow. My wife Preety and I faithfully return our tithes and 
give our offerings from all that God gives us. We live on a 
single income since my dear wife is home with our 3 sons, 
Levi (6) Timothy (3) Ethan (7mths). God graciously deals 
with our family and we have enough (all). 
  
We do not tithe and give offerings to earn God’s favor, or 
to receive financial blessings. Faithfulness in returning 
tithes and giving offerings to God reminds us that we abide 
in Him, and that He will continue to generously provide all 
our needs.  
 
Written by Pastor Cornelius Kamei 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM!  



June 26, 2021 Carolina Youth                   8001 
 
Over the last several years, I have watched several youth 
make decisions for Christ and some make decisions 
against Christ. The one thing that always makes a positive 
difference is being in an environment where their faith is 
able to grow and allowed to be explored. By giving to 
Carolina Youth, you are enabling our youth to be in 
spiritually-enriching environments and helping to equip 
them with the tools necessary to face the realities of life 
with Jesus by their side.  
 
As a Church, we face a different reality: Without our youth, 
we don’t have a future. By helping them grow, walking 
beside them, and giving them the opportunity to meet 
Christ right where they are, you are investing not only in 
them, but you are investing in the future of your church. 
When you invest in the future, you will see the reward for 
decades as the current youth grow and become leaders 
that will continue the work of God in Church and our 
community. I, myself, am a result of Seventh-day Adventist 
youth ministry. If it wasn’t for people like you believing in 
me and my generation and investing in us, I doubt I would 
be here today, forever growing closer to my Lord and 
Savior.  
 
So won’t you consider giving to Carolina Youth today and 
invest in their present for everyone’s future? 
 
Written by Pastor Ryan Becker  
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



Tips for a Successful Offering Appeal 
 
1. Pray 
Your attitude is of utmost importance. An offering appeal presented 
with a pre-season of prayer is always more effective. People in the 
pews will know the difference and respond accordingly. With an 
attitude of gratitude, calling for the offering is always a privilege for 
which to be thankful. 
 
2. Practice 
Read the script out loud several times and stay with the script until 
the reading comes naturally. If possible, stand in the church location 
and read the script with the microphone on. Take courage, you will 
gain experience over time and eventually come to wonder why it 
seemed so hard at first. 
 
3. Appreciate your audience 
Realize that they want you to succeed. Relax as best you can! We 
are all in this together. 
 
4. Visualize yourself giving the offering appeal 
Smile! Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear and 
confident. Visualize the congregation smiling and pleased with your 
presentation. This will boost your confidence as they approvingly 
smile. 
 
5. Know and share your material 
Make sure you fully understand and share how the designated 
offering will be used. Give everyone a reason to help support the 
designated offering. 
 
6. Do not apologize for any nervousness or problem. 
Being nervous is natural. No one but you have to know. Do not allow 
yourself to focus on your anxiety, but rather focus on your message 
and audience. They will never suspect you are not a public-speaking 
pro! 
 


