
GENEROUS

All of me  
in response to all of Him

Y ou’ve heard the old 
saying,  “A lost  bal l  in 

the high weeds” haven’t 
you?   Wel l ,  our  back yard 
isn ’ t  cons idered “h igh 
weeds”  by any s t re tch of  the 
imaginat ion,  but  sure enough 
the basebal l  was lay ing in  our 
back yard again th is  morn ing.  
Seems the k ids next  door  wi l l 
occas ional ly  h i t  the bal l  hard 
enough to  c lear  the pr ivacy 
fence that  separates our  back 
yards.   So I  throw i t  back 
over  the fence only  to  have i t 
re turned in  a few days.  

I t  occurs to  me that 
somet imes we are l ike 
the lost  ba l l  that ’s  out -of -
bounds,  and out  o f  bounds 
is  a  ter r ib le  condi t ion to  be 
in .   Rather  than a l low us to 
remain abandoned in  the 
“h igh weeds,”  Jesus gave His 
l i fe  for  us.   The choice to  be 
“ lost ”  or  “safe ly  wi th in  His 
bounds”  is  ours.   I f  we choose 
to  accept  Him as our  Savior 
and Lord,  He wi l l  re turn some 
day and take us home where 
we wi l l  never  be “ lost ”  again.  

God has promised us a 
generous l i fe  in  Malachi  3 :10.  

I f  we are fa i th fu l  to  keep His 
commandments and return 
His  t i the and our  o ffer ings, 
God has promised to  open 
the windows of  Heaven and 
pour  out  more b less ings 
than we can hold.   He does 
not  promise us money 
but  b less ings that  He has 
des ignated especia l ly  for  us.    

Ti th ing is  a lso a choice we 
make;  but ,  i t  is  not  opt ional .  
The Bib le  is  c lear  that  t i the 
belongs to  God.   I f  we make 
the del iberate choice to  not 
re turn i t  to  Him,  we are l ike a 
lost  ba l l  in  the h igh weeds—
we are out  o f  bounds.   

Make the choice to 
l ive generously  and g ive 
generously.   I t  is  ALL OF 
YOU IN REPONSE TO ALL 
OF HIM!

— Adapted f rom a worship 
se lect ion by Donald 
Eckenroth,  Ret i red,  former ly 
serv ing as Pastor,  Execut ive 
Secretary,  and 
Conference 
Di rector  
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You are part of the Carolina Conference 
Generous Living Team and we want to 
hear from you. If you have a testimony 
where God has been especially faithful 

to you or your family, please share it 
with us at rroberts@carolinasda.org or 

write to us at:

Generous Living Team
PO Box 44270

Charlotte, NC 28215-0043

Your testimony could be crucial in 
someone’s life through our videos, 

posters, offertory readings or bulletin 
inserts.

Thank you for your continuous prayers.

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
says the LORD. “They are plans for 

good and not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

TELL YOUR STORY

Find us on


